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SAPL's history is rich
In assuming the presidency of
SAPL this past April, I was aware that
SAPL had an interesting history. But it
was not until I had spent some time
pouring over Anne Von Rosenstiel's
fascinating history of the first nine
years, the Articles of Incorporation,
the by-laws, and finally every copy of
the SAPL newsletter since its inception in the fall of 1986, that I fully
appreciated the remarkable history of
this organization.
As a relative newcomer, I am
honored to have this opportunity to
join an impressive group of former
presidents. I'd like to list them for you:
1984- "Friends of Poynter Library"
Sally Wallace, President.
1985 - Society for Advancement
of Poynter Library"SAPL" was created and the
Articles of Incorporation filed.
1986-87- William Walker.
First newsleller printed.
1987-88 - Marion Ballard
I 988-89 - Catherine Heron
1989-9 I - James Gillespie
199 1-92- William Walker
1992-94- Oscar Blasingame
1994-96 - Joyce Van Horn
1996-97- William Walker
1997-98 - Rita Gould
1998-2000 - Theodora Aggeles
Almost all these individuals have
been involved in SAPL from its birth,
and what's more impressive, many
See SAPL on page 3

The art of the fish
Or, how ancestry and ichthyology
relate to a retired USF professor

Genealogy is the popular study
of ancestry and the discovery of
one's family history. While this topic
might appear to be far removed from
the science and illustration of ichthyology and natural history, Dr. Greg
Tolley cleverly blended the two
studies in his lecture "The Art of the
Fish" at the April SAPL recep tion
celebrating the John C. Briggs
Collection.
Tolley was a graduate student of
Dr. Briggs here at USF's marine
science department and currently
teaches and conducts research at
Florida Gulf Coast
University. The
collection, amassed
by Briggs, a
renowned professor of ichthyology
and historical
Greg Tolley
biogeography,
consists of over 3,500 rare and finely
illustrated books that represent the
evolution of scientific theory and
knowledge in the fields of ichthyology, natural history and zoology. The
books reside in the Poynter Library's
Special Collections.
During his presentation, Tolley
combined snapshots of Brigg's family
history with his intellectual heritage.
He described Briggs as a "man who
loved great books and was shaped by
them." Tolley traced Briggs' genealogy beginning with his great-grandfather in Iowa through the family's
migration to California. John Briggs
acquired, in part, his love of nature
from his grandfather, a real estate
investor. It was during a lengthy
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The Briggs Collection

John C. Briggs, a professor of ichthyology and historical biogeography
who retired from USF, amassed more
than 3,500 books on ichthyology and
natural history during his career.
His collection extends from the
first book published on marine science in the 16th century to a working
collection of the best scholarship of
the 20th century. Many of the books
include beautiful illustrations of marine life and represent landmarks in
the history of scientific publication.
Dr. Briggs allowed USF to purchase the collection so that the individual books would not be dispersed
to private collectors. Housed at the
Poynter Library, the Briggs Collection
is a resource for marine science researchers and a delight to those who
love fine books.
childhood illness that Briggs became
an avid reader and lover of books.
Eventually, he followed in his
father's footsteps to Stanford University where he earned his masters and
doctoral degrees.
Turning to Brigg's intellectual
ancestry, Tolley began with the
ancient roots of scientific inquiry. A
keen student of nature through
direct observation, Aristotle is
credited with differentiating between types of organisms such as sea
mammals and fish. Although much
of his work was lost, Aristotle's
influence was significant. During the
Middle Ages, many authors relied
on second-hand information, often
cluttered with imaginary creatures,
rather than direct observation.
Several of the books on display
during the evening's reception,
See GENEALOGY on page 3

Kathy
Arsenault
Interim Director
Poynter Library

Library conducts ethics
forums about the Internet
In late April, I prepared for
SAPL's "Art of the Fish" reception by
carefully arranging a display of three
of the first science books ever
printed. But only two weeks before, I
was focusing on library issues
emerging from the 20th century
Internet revolution that may rival
Gutenberg's invention of printing in
its impact.
The library, with SAPL's sponsorship, was presenting two programs dealing with Internet-related
e thical issues as part of the campus's
Program for Ethics in Education and
Community.
Our distinguished guests for a
panel discussion on "Ethics and the
Internet" were Charles Harmon,
director of publishing at Neal
Schuman and chair of the American
Library Association Committee on
Professional Ethics; Joe Stines,
director of the Tampa-Hillsborough
Public Library; and Dr. Laurence
Miller, director of libraries at Florida
International University and chair of
two influential national library
committees dealing with intellectual
freedom issues. The panelists shared
their sometimes opposing but
always thoughtful opinions about

open access to the Internet versus
filtering software on library computers. Lively questions and remarks
from a large audience of students,
librarians, and educators made it
clear that opening libraries to the
Internet has been the most controversial free speech issue faced by the
library profession since the
McCarthy era.
Earlier that day, we brought
students, faculty and s taff together
for a "Hidden Curriculum" lunchtime discussion of another ethics
dilemma. USF and universities
around the country are seeing an
explosion of academic dishonesty
caused by a multitude of companies
offering student papers through the
Internet. I began the program with a
quick Power Point tour of some of
the most notorious of these sites.
Then faculty members discussed
their favorite techniques for combating Internet cheating and fostering a
campus culture where academic
integrity is a way of life. These
"Hidden Curriculum" events are a
popular and valuable forum for the
campus community to discuss the
ethical dimensions of wuversity life,
and the library was honored to
participate.
Although the Internet and
Virtual Library are increasingly
important library issues, real books
and physical libraries are still very
much with us, so the process of
identifying a permanent director for
Poynter Library continues. When the
search is completed, the new library
director will be introduced in a
forthcoming issue of The Library

Conuectioll.

SAPL 's immediate past president Teddie Aggeles, right, receives flowers from
Kathy Arsenault, interim director of Poynter Library.
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Book Review
Midnight Champagne
A. Manette Ansay,
William Morrow, 1999
A. Manette Ansay, a former USF student, is
a past winner of the SAPL Fiction Contest

If you begin page one of Midnight
Champagne some evening, you can fin-

ish page 225 by midnight. A. Manette
A.nsay (Vinegar Hill) has produced an
easy read in the Oprah W i.nfrey genreromance with deep scar tissue.
"Anything that sticks to you, you
wind up calling it love. Anything familiar. It doesn't matter, good or bad,"
Calling it a bumpy ride read would
be a cliche that's not worthy of the complex plot. It features a wedding in a
snowstorm in a whorehouse-turnedlodge that holds two ghosts. We're in on
the first kill, and the second has been
seen so often as to be famous.
Locale (Lake Michigan) and characters (Wisconsin and Tennessee) are
lower- middle class and the knot is tied
with the bride wearing her mother's wedding dress. (My only complaint, and
that's pretty trivial, is that the beads on
the dress pop off maybe a little too much,
especially when the newly married
couple gives in to the comfort of sex on
the game room's pool table).
The title is appropos to its being midnight when the wedding hoopla has
ended in Hideaway Lodge and bride
April and groom Caleb are toasted with
champagne for which April's less than
self-realized dad Elmer has paid $85 a
pop. There is closure even though the
reader knows that the poor couple will
have to leave for Tennessee for a second
ceremony officiated by the groom's father, a Protestant fundamental preacher
who doesn't drink but whose wife does.
Midnight Champaglle is a woman's
book or a book for sensitive males who
might want their sensitivity massaged.
Maybe feel superior to your average
macho wife beater, wife killer, control
freak, drunken show-off.
But here I go proclaiming Midnigllt
Champagne to be a woman's book and
yet, I can see it cross over to mainstream
because of its good writing. A.nsay's skill
includes an ability to leave you knowin g these "real" people better than their
therapis ts. And liking, or at least understanding, most of them.

- Bethia Caffery

•Library Legend• lives on
When Jackie Shewmaker hung up
her h at in 1995 as Poynter Library's
director of public service and the
world's longest serving interim library
director, her retirement party celebrated her as the "Library Legend."
Fortunately for
Poynter Library,
legend-hood didn't
turn her head:
Jackie still can be
found at the
circulation desk or
.
prowling the stacks
Jack1e Shewmaker a day or two each
week, searching for lost library books
that only she seems able to find.
Could that PR6000 actually be shelved
as PN6000? Could the long lost
DQ787 be lurking in the QD787s? Did
that New College student assistant
with the pierced eyebrow snag our
copy to languish in Sarasota's collection?
Only Jackie Shew seems able to
see into the murky depths of the
d istracted circulation assistant's mind.
Taking every book reported lost as a

personal challenge, Jackie returns
dozens of books to their proper p laces,
saving students and staff an untold
amount of money and aggravation.
Jackie also performs a valuable
social service to Poynter's librarians,
showing them that there is, unquestionably, life after retirement.
A dedicated tennis player, grandmother, and International Museum
volunteer, Jackie also tantalizes us
with her travels around the world.
Treking through places as far-flung as
Iceland, Costa Rica, Nova Scotia, and
the South Pacific islands, Jackie snaps
photographs to let us share the good
times. There are, we hear, one or two
countries she hasn't yet visited, and
there is always another trip in the
works to make us green with envy.
But she always comes back to the
library, full of new jokes and stories,
ready to tackle a new pile of "lost,
strayed or stolen." Her service to the
library is invaluable but her friendship
means even more to us. Jackie still is
our unchallenged "Library Legend!"

SAPL from page 1
continue to be involved today. That's
what is noteworthy about this organization: the longterm commitment of
its members to the goals of SAPL - to
provide financial assistance to the
Poynter Library in meeting its many
needs, and to encourage and build
community and political support. You
will find a list of the current officers
elsewhere in this newsletter.
The SAPL Annual Meeting and
Reception in April was a special event
on the Library Terrace, featuring brisk
breezes, swooping least terns, and a
delicious buffet. It featured a talk by
Greg Tolley about the John Briggs
Collection (please see Deborah
Henry's informative article) and
tributes to three of our most dedicated
board members for their work. Ou tgoing president Teddie Aggeles, has
given two years to SAPL, while
working full time. She has d one an
outstanding job.
Niela Eliason was honored for her
work with the annual Fiction Contest,
one of SAPL's most successful
projects. The fiction contest was
started in 1986, and Niela has been its

heart and soul ever since.
Marion Ballard received kudos for
her longstanding contributions to our
annual Book Fair, the Library's major
fund-raiser. She has spent untold
hours sorting, pricing, and organizing
the thousands of donated books for
sale.
With the new school year upon us,
there is excitement about the influx of
new freshmen and sophomores
discovering the magnificent Poynter
Library. SAPL welcomes these young
scholars. We also welcome USF's new
president, Dr. Judy Genshaft, and,
finally, we look forward to the appointment of a search committee for a
new library director to relieve Kathy
Arsenault of her extra duties. We are
truly grateful for her dedication to
SAPL.

-Kathy Arsenault

GENEALOGY from page 1
including Guillaume Rondelet's Libri de
Piscibus Marinis, contain such m ythological images.
Myth and imagination were
replaced by observation and discovery
in the 18th and 19u' centuries. Carl
Linnaeus, a u thor of Systema Naturae,
developed an organizational system
that s tandardized the classification of
organisms.
Tolley also summarized th e
accomplishmen ts of scientists such as
Peter Artedi, known as the father of
ichthyology, and George Cuvier, who
established structural relationships
between fossil and living organisms .
Each scientist built on the efforts made
by others who preceded him and
contributed to the growing body of
knowledge.
As Tolley continued with descriptions of the advances made in the la te
19th and 20th centuries, we began to see
a very tangible intellectual genealogical link to Briggs. Harvard's Louis
Agassiz, a stud ent of Cuvier, established the first m arine laboratory in
Massachusetts.
Agassiz mentored David Starr
Jordon, who auth ored more than 650
publications on fish alone. Jordan
even tually became Presiden t of
Stanford University. Carl H.
Eigenm atm studied under Jordat1,
developing a passion for zoology.
Eigenmatm, in turn, mentored George
Sprague Myers. A renowned ichthyologist, Myers is himself a biblioph ile
and offered his students access to his
own significant personal collection of
materials.
The relationship between p rofessor and student is a n ourishing one.
Myers was a member of the doctoral
committee who guided at1d nurtured
the intellectual spirit of graduate
student John Briggs. Although too
modest to announce his own accomplishments, Tolley continues the
lineage presented in his own work
and achievements.

-Deb Henry

SAPL fiction contest deadline is Oct. 13
Pu blished auth or Gabriel Horn
will judge this year's SAPL Fiction
Con test. Short stories of 2,000 words
or less will be accepted until Oct. 13.
The contest is open to all USF

students and offers prize money of
$250 for first place and $100 for
second and third places. For details,
check the SAPL web site at
www .nelson. usf.edu/ con tes t.html
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Your membership entitles you to:

Please indicate the category of annual membership:

-

Annual gift:
- Member.... ..... ..... ... ....$ 50
-Patron ....................... $ 100
- Corporate ..................$ 500
- Life .... ........................ $1,000 or more

-

Guest privileges
Free copies of SAPL newsletter
Participation in activities sponsored
by the Library and SAPL
On-line bibliographic searching service
at reduced cost

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Please send this form with your check to:
Treasurer • Society for Advancement of Poynter Library
University of South Florida • 140 Seventh Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33701 .
Checks should be made payable to USF Foundation.
The $50 membership is not tax-deductible; all gifts over that amount are tax-deductible.
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President
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Historian

